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: , . . % ^ ■ / ' . OVERVIEW 

*■ * *^ ■? " . - Problem 



\ ,^ Small ^nd/or isoa^ated rural schools have abng/ faced funding ijiequi- 
ties which have acjvers^ely affected educational guality.^ in those .schools. 



These pr^;blems' ay;e primarily, caused by low effi^ciency with small numbers 
of g^dents and high transportation costs, due to busing long distances.- 
, AT number of* states have sought to correct these problems; using a-- variety 
of approaches in their efforts. Some states are now seeking to create 

new approaches which will more fully provide what is needed by the rural 

' • ' ■■ ' ■ - . ■ ■ ' /^ ^ ; " , , v'* ■ - L: 

schools. ^ - i!*- 



Purpose ' . . I ' \ . / * ' 

/I , • ^ 

This study has been designed to develop a planning tool to 'provide 

informational input for states as they revise or' initiate special funding 

for ^mall and/of isolated rural schools-*. Specifically, the purpose has 

) . v^-'- - . ■ : ^ >• 

(been to bring together information regarding funding arrangements made fo 
riiral schools by the various states.^ It is^hcjped that cthis will: provide" 
a variety of ideas to aid in p)lahning future action to be taken by stateV 

l^islatures and state board's of education. 5 

,■ ■ ' ^ / ■ ■ . ' ■ ' ' ' ■ . ■■ 

It, should be noted that this is not an exhaustive study, since avail 

kble resources are not sufficient for going'into greater depth at this 

time., Where further info'naation is desired, it should be spught from 

specific states. .^Z ' ■ 

" . . . ^ / Methodology ' • 

A simple survey form was prepared and sent as a request from Dr. 
^T^Walter^Talbot, Utah's Superintendent of Public Instruction,' to the* chief 



.state school loffic^rs of the other. 49 states (see Appendix A for a s^ple) . 

V '- ' " ^ r / • ' ■ ■ ' ■ ' •••• ^ ■ ■ 

Dne follow-up le.lter of reminder was sent ^ib; those few -states trom which 

responses hatd riot .been received' as the results were initially synthesized. 

• " - / ' ' ^ ■ .,. ' . . ^ ^ ' 

The altitfeate response has been unusually high for ^a mail survey,' wiph 48 * 

gt'ates (96%) returning :the form; v " ^ .. ' ^' ' 

; .Respcnses are supnari:&ed below, showing whether or not the stafes have 
any kind cf special funding arrangements for small and/or:^ isolated rural 



schools: ' 



Special No special 
funding- funding Total 



State responses ... . . . . . . . *23; , 25 



/ ECS (Education Commission df the 
V. States) rejDfcort* , . . 




48 . 



Subtotals . /24 25 49 

... • * '. 

States indicating "no special o 
funding" on the response, but ■ ^ ^ ' * ' 

with some arrangements in. their ^ ^ 

regulat fun4ing formulas 
(Connecticut, Rhode Island', 

Virginia, Wyoming) . ^ 4 -^4 



TOTALS ^ . 28 ' l\y 49 



The ECS report* Indicates that 
Florida has special assistance 
provisions-, which are unfunded. 

No information is readily 
available on Hawaii. 



•\ ^Information .about the state of Washi>ngton has been obtained from, a 
June 20, 1980 memorandum from All^n Odderi, »Di^ector of the -Education Finance 
Center at the Education Commission of ^the States (ECS), Denver, Colorado to 
the New York State Special Tasic Force on Equity and Excellence in Education^ 
Table A3, Summary of Rural,. Sparsity, Small Size Adjustments. The source 
listed therein is "School Finance at a Fourtti' Glance. " Denver: Education 
Finance Center, ECS, 1979a ^ , . > ■ " 



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS . , 

, V . - • / 

• . ' ' ■ . ■ i 

Although there is great diversity in the .t-ural funding programs of 
the various states, some patterns are discernible. Elements of state plans 
fall generally into two categories: (1) eligibility —'the gui'delines or 
requirements by v^ich it i^ determined that a school or a school 'district 
is ej-igible to receive special assistance;_^and (2) assistance -- the 

methodology and formulas^ by which that special aid is allocated to eligible 

i#» '"'^ , - " ' ^ * , * 

schools and districts. ' \ -\ \ ' 

... *• - — ■ ' _ ■ _ 

Eligibility ' r ' 

Eligibility factors include student enVallment, instructional units 
and/or number of teachers, population density/sparsity, isolation j and 



effort. ' In many cases,, several ^ the elements are interrelated. 

• * ^ ■• ■ / . ■ 

♦ ^ Enrollment . 

« *. ■ ■ 

. Most of the states offering special^assistance to rural schools in- \ 
elude enrollment as a key element in determining eligibility, in the ways 
described below: 

Four states have a district level enrollment factor. Special aid is 
prbvicied by Arkansas for^ districts with less than 350 students, by Texas 

for districts with fewer than 1,000 students, by California for districts- 

■ ^ - . . / , • 

with*2,500 or less in average daily attendance^ and by New Mexico for dis- 

• . ' . . . \ 

tricts wrth fewer than 4,000 average daily membership (ADM). 

Two states have established multiple* enrollment categories covering . 
both elementary and secondary schools. Arizona has two levels, for schools 
with 0-100 pupils, and for schools with 101-500 pupils. Kansas has four 
levels, for enrollment of under 200, from 200—399, from 400— 1,599, and. 
1,600 and over. / . 

h ' . ■ ^ ' . ;/■■ ■ 



States with a;-single.; enrollment number for school eligibility incJLude" 
New Mexico, less than 20O. Ai$M; Coiorado, below 175 enrollment; and Or'fegon, ^ . 
less th'an. 100 ADM. ' ".r ." ' 

• For_ elementary schools given a separate factor, North Carolina sets the 

• . . • ' . ' "\ 

requirement at 100 pupils or less; Washington at less than 100 pupils; Maine 

\ . ■■■ .-' . ' •' • 
at 25 or less; Minnesota at less than 20; and South Dakota at 5 pupils or 

less.. Far high schools. North" Dakota has established a guideline at 550 

pupils or less; Minnesota at less than .^00; Washington at less than 250;* 

:p)rth Carolina at 60 pupils or less; and South Dakota at. 35 pupils or less, 

Maine has an additional category, which provides special aid to schools 

of 25 or less pupils where their district contracts the? education of all 

\students with^a neighJ>oring district. ^ 

■ . ' ^ ^ ' ' . •■ 

IJumber of Teachers or Instructional Units 

Special aid is furnished to^, one-teacher schools by Kentucky, North 

Dakota, and Wyoming. Arizona provides additional aid to schools with four 
\ . ' ' .\ ' ' 

■ ■ ' ■ '"^ ■ 

teachers or»les,s. Georgia makes special provisions for - elementary school^ 

with less than six tedchers and for middle or secondary schools with l^ss 

than "ten teachers. Alaska pr^ides special aid for a d^istrict eligible, for 

less ^han 25 instructional units (IU*s> of state aid. 

• ■ - " " " ■ r ■ 

. ■ ■ c '^"^ •. ■ - ■ * 

^ Population Density or Sparsity ' . 

Kansas has a cost-density formula which it applies to determine the. 
amount of state aid for transportation. Nebraska* s eligibility requirements 
include a population of less than four 'persons per square mij%i. Nevada's 
a'ssi :ance is guided by tables which include sparsity factors'. Oklahoma 
bases its transportation assistance on a factor obtained by dividing the' ' 
"average daily haul f/or the next preceding year" by the. "area served for 
the same periodV Pennsylvania has established an eligibility requirement 



of l6^s- than 50 .population per square. m'ile and -a modified sparsity factor 
of 50 to 100. population per square mile. Te:cas uti'lizes (;iategories of ; 
districts^'havihg an area lefes thari 300 square miles, and those .having 
more than 300 square miles, tied^ to its^enrpllmeyit eligibility, of «l,cl^O 
or less. * . . ^ ^ 

^ Isolation ■ , 



•Several states have established specific distances from other 'school 
as part of their eligibility package: ") , 

\ ^Colorado requires a qualifying^ educational center to be, at least 20 
miles from any similar center* ^ 

^Idaho specifies that, for schools classified as "separatei" a kinder 
garten- or elementary school must be 10 miles and a secondary school 15 
miles from the nearest similar school, and that* a kindergarten or elemen- 
tary school must also be 10 miles from the superintendent's office. 

Oregon stipulates, when sparsity of . population is used ias a factor 
of eligibility, that: an elementary school must b^e more-th^ miles ancj 
a high school must be more than 15 miles frxDm' any. similar school by the _ 
nearest traveled road. ^.^ -* f . . . 

- ' Minnesota requires that an eli^ibile*^ elementary school must be at 
least '50 biles by usual- traveled routes from .the nearest Minnesota 
'elementary school. . . ' 

One af^^GebrgiaVs alternative isolation mctors requires that an 
eUgable school must be more than 40 miles from a similar school. 

Maine leaves' to its Conraissioner . of Edjacatiion the determination of 
whether a school is an "unreasonably long distance from another unit." 



- Alternative Isolation Criteria Are Provided by Some *:s tates: > ► - " *. 

■ ■ ■■ ' A . ■ • ■ " . ^ ' 'ft - , ■ 

Georgia, 'among several altei;natives, permits eligibility if it' would • ^ 

■ .' ' ' ' • • . ^• 

cake mofe than*.l^ hours for the jnajority of .students in a school to r;each a 
. school less than 40 miles away' or if the ^cljool^is physically blo<cked by ' 
w^ter, mountains, or^climatic conditions from acdes^s to another public 
early childhood giiddLe, or secondary .school for a^t, least 20 days during" 
the school year. ^ . ' . " . . 

■• ^ ■ - ■■ ■ ' ■ ' ^ ■ - ■ 

Idaho permits a classification of remoteness and isolation, in lieu of 
meeting "separate" requirements, due. to geographical of tx)potraphical condi- 
ti^s. / • ^' ' ^ ■ \ - ^- ' ■'■ . ' ' 

Maine allows eligibility if a 'schopl is "situated in .a loc'ation whith 
has unique problera^s in transporting students to' andj:her s^hoor unit." "'.^ - 

^ Minnesota bases /secondary school eligibility on an "isolation -index of 

. - ■ " ■. .. • ■ •. ■ ■ -. A ■ 

greater than 18."' , ^ * . , ' ^sl..— ^ 6*-'"* 

. -'^ * . , , \, ; • . - . * \, ■ , ■ • ■ . 

, ' / North Carolina grants, eligibility in cases wheire there* are geographic * - 

conditions prohibiting consolidation.- '^ ' \ . 

■ * " ■ / ■ ■ • * ■ ' \ . ■ ' 

< - Pennsylvania provides . that 'distance anci road conditions must .m^k^^ trans- 

. v. ....'t.'j ^ - - " ■ ". " p .■ ' 

- p^orting children unfeasible. / ^ ' , % 

• ■ ' * • * - ■ -■. ■fj ■ * 

'UtaLh provides fox< isolated schools tb; be eligible for special aid by - 
classifying , them as "necessarily existent small rural schools-" - 

^ ; * " Effort: V \ - * 

Some stfates' if Squire that ^districts meet a minimum, finan^cial effort in 
order to be ^llgible for Special assistance to small schools. For example: ' 

Arkansas requires that eligible districts-" levy mill rates 'at least equal 

. ■ ■ ^ . ' ' .\ \ ' ■ ' 

to the State average for the^previous year. . " . . ; ^ 

■ " ' . i- ' ^'f:^ ■ , ■ M ■ ■ . • . ' ■ ' . ' ■ . 

In Kansas, t]:ie:"lbc^l effort rate (LE^" is a^pat4 of calculations for 
special' aid. ' ' • 
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■ >' (' ■ Assi stance " . • . ■ - 

■■ The mechanisms for 'allocating financial assistance to. eligible 

'• ■ • ' ■ ^, . •■ . ■ ', 

schools and districts vary considerably from state to state. It appears 
feasibly, however J to^^ynthesize these mechanisms into three primary 
grp\ipiiigS': added weightings 'for basic support, minimum supp6rt levels, 
and, size adjustment's—including special payments. . ^ • ' 

■■':■* . ■ ' V ^ Added Weightings for Basic Support 

The most common method used by states to give extra assistance to 

'■" ■ ....... . : ■ 0 . ■ • ■ , . . ■• 

small and /or isolated schools is to find creative ways to add a little 
.extra to the basic support formula. These methods include:- 

Al'aska - special fdrraulas for rural and isolated schools. 

Arkansas - ADM .increased by specific perc.entages. . ' 

Arizona - Support L^vel Weights are adjusted for low enrollments. 

Colorado - provides a systfan of "bonus pupils" for schools with low 
enrollments, adding a specified amount of funding for each such bonus 
pupil. * . f ... , 

j iKajnsas the four enrollment categories determine the "budget per 
>upil (BPP);" : " . ' , .^z- . ^' ^ . . ■ , 

■ . ■ ' ■ - • ^ ■ . ' ■ ^ ^ . . ^ ■ " ■ •■- 

Nebraska there is . a 10%. increase wKere the population density is 

i ■ ;?:' ' ■ , ■ 

iat least thrive' per. square mile but less than four,- a 20% increase for a. 
■ . . \« ■ . " ' ■ •> ' " . ' .. ■ 

density of , at lept two but less than three, a 30% increase for a density 

of fat* least one but less than two, and a 40% increase for a population den 

sity ot ..less than one person per square mile. rr 

Nevada - tables of- basic supppr.t are based on the state's eligibility 
factors. • 

Nex^ Mexico - formulas provide for additional -.program units to small 



North Dakota ~ high schools, with 550 pupil^^^^ss are givi^i O.50 extra 
weighting per- pupil; one-^teacher elementar^yr^choolfe have a. 1.30 weighting; 
and "small" elementary, schools are weighted between 0.90 and 1.00. 

" Oregon - formulas and tables . prqvide a "small school correction" con- 
cerning the nuitiber of teachers. , ^ . 

Pennsylvania - payment is made above ibasic aid for "expenditures in ex- 
cess of $400 per subsidy-weighted average dailymembership, not to exceed 
$250." • V. ' 

South Dalcota - classroom'^ unit entitlements are calculated from factors 
varying with the ADM. - ■ \ ' 

Utah - formulas and tables adding Weighted Pupil Units (WPU's) to the 
basic aid received by eligible schools. 

; r Minimum Support Level 

Sever^ states set minimum support-^ levels, ^so that schools with low en- 



rollments are granted mof^lthan they would have earned under the regular for- 
mula. ^ These include: 

Georgia - isolated schools with grades 1-12 are guaranteed a minimum of 
nine "state allotted teachers"; tliose .with grades 1-7 are guaranteed, a mini- 
mum of seven teachers. ^ 

~ * " ■ \ .■ . 

Idaho - tables specify minimum support units. 

Kentucky .- one classroom uqit for each isolated one-teacher school with 
.twelve or more ADA: one classroom unit for each 25 ADA at other, isolated 
schools, (normal classroom unit is for 27 ADA)=. ' - , 

SouthrDakota - one classroom unit for each one-teac,her school regard-, 
less o^ enrollment; two classroom units for a two-teacher sthoolv 

Washington - one classroom unit for each one- teacher school. ' 



Size Adjustment v , 
In ^s.ome statfes, provisions are made for special financial grants or 
additional all6wa.nces to small and/or isolated schools, including the \- 
following: 

Connecticut - multi-town. regional K-12 districts, receive am addition- 
al ^gr ant of $25 per pupil. ' # . ; V 

Maine - Commissioner is authorized to make adjustments to "meet edu- 
cational needs" of isolated schools^ with some staCutpry guidelines pro- 
vided. ' ' - . 

North Carolina - State Board of Education allotments are available 

for small schools. 

. ■ . • ' • _/-'<?' 

Texas - formulas provide for adding ."personnel units" based oh size' 

and sparsity. • ' 

Washington - additional certificated staff units* are allocated to 
small, remote schools. 

Wyoming - $75 per pupil in isolated schools.. 
u The summary for each of the states is given in Table 1. 
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^ , SUMMARY OF SMALL SCHOOL FUNDING 
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Pop. 
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Min. 
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vT 
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./No special provisions for smaU^^^^^^^^^^ iso^atecj. schaols. ^ . 

^O-",, - :". AUSKAV'''r'';:: ■ / \./':[\. . ■ , ■ 

/ .-^^--•■^1" ■• ■ ■-/■''^ Eligibility . " ... ' 

Alaska's system of School finance is complex because of ^ its . uriiqu'e or- 
ganizational arrangements. The bulk *of Alaska, has riot yet been' organized - 
into cities and boroughs (a .borough is roughly 'the equivalent of a county) ,^ 
and remains in what has been called "the unorganized Borough." Now, in ad- 
diti(^n to over 30 regular school districts, Alaska's State-Operated Sch^^. 
Systean was dissolved in 1976 to form" 21 "regional education attendance \ ^ 
areas, "^which are considered the equivale^nt of school districts fcTr most:/ 

.purposes and all of. which are, t6 some degree, rural and isolated. Some 
city schbo! districts are aisi) small anS isolated, and some borough school 

districts serve small, isolated , rural communities. Special-provisions are 

<«..■-» 

"i . , .... * . ». 
made 'for all these instances, -as well as f-or. limited enrollments. , . 



■ \ . , I Assistance. / . " 

Regional education attendance areas, incorporated by state law within 
the definition of. "school district^" are fully financed by tfte' State. ' 
■Supplemental equalization aid" provides special^assistance to districts • • 
with low tax bases,, .and with consequently low expenditure's, through 'a^system 

C5 • -, . ' ' ' ' ■■ * — ' " 

" ■ TV ' '■ ■ S . * ' ^ 

based_o_n„expendo[^t per-'the ;f oll^wingTrom ;^ Alaska Statutes: 

Sec. 14.17.023. " SUPPl^EMENTAL EQUALIZATION AID. (a) In addJ 
tion to basicvstate aid under AS, 14. if. 021; each district is entitled 
;to supplehental'equalization. ^id, as determined in (b) , (c) and (d) 
of this .section. •> ^ ^ ' 



.1 



(b) The amount o'f suppl^ementfaj - equalization aid for a. district is 
calculated by multiplying the ADM of the district as reported fof^the 
prior fiscal year .under AS 14.17. IBO* by the amount per ADM calculated ^ 
in (c) of this^ section. This amount* shall be reduced by the amount of 



''9 ;• , 



the average local .tax cbht:riiutions per pupil in average daily mem 
ber-sh 

f' 

is higher/ / ' > , * / 



)er-ship for school operatiag costs in tljat dis^trict in the^prior* 
fiscal year or in the fiscal year 'ending June, 30, 1-979,' whichever ■ 



(c) The kmount .per *ADM of supplemental equali'^ation 'aid is cal- , . 
ciliated as the amount equal/to the average local tax contributions «\ 
per pupil' in, 'average daily, membership for school operating costs in 
the city and 'borough school districts in the prior fiscal year, ^ 

(d) The amount of supplemental equalization aid for each dis- 
strict determined in (b) of . this section shall be adjusted by the, dis- 

sx**^ trict's instructional unit allotment established iii. AS I4,17 .OSl.^jt 

'« Provisions are also made for remote schools in Alaska Statute i r ' 

14.17.63r(e): '. . • ■/. . .-V:'"' . - • ■ ' ■ , ■ 

; / The commissioner may authorize a school district operating a 

. V : school in a remote area to calculate the number of instructional _ 
/ units to which the remote school would be entitled if that school- . 
were > a separate school district ^nd. to include, that number of in-^ ^ 
' s true tional units in the. total*' number of instructional unit^. for . j 
; the district. ^ / 

. .. - ■ ' ' -^^ ' - ■ ^ ■ . ■ ' 

Similarly, compensation for low enrollments is made^ thrbugh the for-^ 

. . ' . ■ ■ s , . 

miila for basic aid, in terms of the instructional units assigned fpr sti- 
pulated, enrollments . The base instructional unit value for 1980-81. is- 
$34,935, and f or 1981-82' is $38,590. 4: ' . ; ' : 

. . ' / ^ ARIZONA' / ■ . • v"^:;"-" -/ 

.'■ - . ■ * " ■ ■ , . " ^ \ 

*\ Eligibility J ' ■ * - . - . 

\ ■ " .■ y ' .j" ■' . : 

Enrollment is the, single criterion for special assistance provided 

, ■ ■ \ ■ ' ' ■ ..\ ■'■■^ ^ ^' '^'^ . ^ . ■■■ " ■ '. 

t6 small schiool distr'icts. Two categories of assistance exist, .i.e. V dis- " 

♦ trict- enrollments of- 0-100 or of^i^^^ " . ' ' 

> ^ Assistance 

. -v ■ '■■■^ • '4 '.r: 

Arizojia* s> assisfance is based on enrollment forravllas known ^as *'\^up\ 

p.drt Level/Weights;" A/*Base -Support Level (BSL)/> is determined fpr^ 

" . ^ , , '■ ■,- ' ; -T 

regular educational programs and special educatfidn^l programs, (leariting 

-0, ■ - 1 • ' •* ■ ■ ' ' ■■ ' ''■»-. . 

• disabled, V seriously emdt;ionally handicapped, educable mentally handicapped, 
f em^dial education, speech Ijan^icapped,^ homepound, bilingual ^ gifted) , to 



which sp^cifiecl facfors^are added for ind^iyidtial students iqu^lj/fying for. ^ - 
"special program^ suppott^ services" j<vocational education, hearing handicapped, 
visually handicapped) Currently, the BSL for grades ^kindergarten, through 
eight is "1.153; for grades '9t12 'it is l-26^'.:^\ - , " '^.^ . 

An adjustment o£ the Support Level 'Weight is made for .small school dis- 

■ * ' ■ '' ' . ■ • ' • , ' " ^ ' . • * ' 

^ tricts, based on; enrollments. Separate counts are %ad^. for students in "kinder 
gar.t'en through eighth grade and for those in ninth- through twelfth grades. 
In each case, vthe Support Level Weightf-as increased by approximately ^0% when 



the student count .is 100 or less, and Is ir\creas.ed by app^roximately 10% when 
the student count is between. 101 and 500. If the student count is 0-100 for 
kindergarten^ through- eighth grades, the ^adj us Support' J^evel Weight^is '1.384, 
^n inpreak^bf .231";' if the count i& 101-500, the adjusted Support .Level" . 
Weight is 1.268, an ii?crease,of .115. If the student count, fox ninth through 

■■ .'■ : : • • • ^ ■ ..' ^- . * . ' 

twelf th .grades is 0-100, the adjusted Support Level'Weight is 1.522, an in- 

'.•>■■ ' - . , ■ . . ''^ ■ ■ ^ 

crease of .254;^ if 101-500, the adjusted Support Level Weight is 1.395,..ar\ in- 

■ ^. ' ^ ' ^ ): . ■ . . ■ ' / / ' • 

cr^^ase of ' .127. - ' ' . 



ARKANSAS . ^ 



- X'' • .Eligibility t 



Isolated school districts and th^se with low. enrollments are eligible 



for special ^state aid. 

■ * • Assistance 



The Department of Education's "Criteria for the Selection and Funding 
of Isolated Schools" states: ^. ■ ^ 

"For; di?itricts whose ADM is less than* 350 and who maintain a twelve (12) 
grade -school program the adjusted average daily membership shall be the ac- 
tual ADM plus 25 percent of the first 150 actual ADM or fractional ^part there- 

Y . ^ ■ ■ ■ " " ■ ■ ■ ■■ . ■. ■ ■ • 

di and lOi percent of the next 200, in^ actual ADM or fractional part thereof. 



N . - t • ■ ■ ■ 

provided, however, that in no instance shall such additions cause the total 
adjusted ADM Of any district to"" exceed 350." ; Section 2(b), Acft 1100 of 1979, 



'■nie following iteras, shall be set. aside prior to the- allocation of ^ 
an^ avart^le Minimum Foundation Program Aid ^ove the adjusted base aid 
#ount: . . . (2) Seventy-^f ive Thousand Dollars ($75,000.) for ^ those dis- 
trices designated by the State Board of Education as ^Isolated Districts 
under provisionl" of Ac^229 of 1969; provided, that no district may qu^i- 
fy as an isolated district unless it votes a millage at least equal to the 
e average for -the 'year previous to the year in which the allocation is 
made/' ] (Section ,;2(c) , Act, 1100 of 1979.. "The distance of the isolated 
school from an "A" rated sch^l and road conditions bietweenl:he^ schools 
must be such as, to make trahspdtting ct^iliren not feasible." 



. • CALIFORNIA 
✓ r 'Eligibility 

\^ . Relatively low revenue^limi^s^and low average daily attendance are the 

- ''"'7' > ■ ^ ' - \ . ■ • ■■ ' 

factors of eligibility for special provisions in California. 

•' " , • ^ • • ' 

5 • ' Assistance ' 

% ' ' . ■ " . ■ ' ^ ■ • ■ 

^ Robert E. Wells, Legislative Coordinator, responding for Calif ornia' s / 

Department of Education, notes that California laws currently provide two 

forms of specialized treatment for small school districts: ■ 

"1. Differential 'squeeze', on cost-of-^livihg adjustaents : 

California's schools are funded on the. basis of a revenue limit 

per unit 'of average daily attendance. .These revenue limits differ between 

districts', and are, therefore, being equalirad in response to the State 

Supreme Court depision in Serrano v. Priest ; in other words, districts 

with high revenue limits per A.D.A. receive smaller annual increases than 

do districts with relatively low revenue limits. In order to prevent that 



"squeeze" mechanism from. unfairly reducingS^pve necessarily higher * revenue 
limits. of small districts, alternative scales are provided for the smaller 

districts. The specific^ of this formula are contained in Education Code 

. . ' ■ . ^ ■ • ' . '■" ■ ■ ■ ■ . 

section 42238 (recently revised by AB 2196) . 

. " . • _ ■ ' '"^ ' -■ • 

* "2, Excess cost allowance for districts under 2501 A,D .A. : 

In recognition of the encroachment of unc6ntrollable items of ex-\ 
pense into districts' budgets,. Education Code section 42240 was added in 
1978-80 and later amended (by AB 21§I6) for 1980-81. This statute proyides 
to districts with less than 2501 A.D.A. an amount of state "equal to the - 
amount by which the district's 1977-78 or 1978-79 expenditures for home-to- ' 
school transportation exceeded^three percent of the district's general fund 
budget in those years. This payment is made in^addition to direct State 
reimbursements for transportation expenses, thereby allowing substantial 
overlap\ in many cases. As such, the Section 42240 allowarrces serve not only 
to offset small districts' excessive transportation, bu.t -also to provide re- 
lief from the encroachment of other expenses into those districts' budgets'." 



' COLORADO . [\ ' ^ 

. ■ * ■ / ■ . ^ ' . . • 

y . " Eligibility --^ - ^ ^ 

■ . . . . . <*^' ■ • ■ ■ '.*■■'" 

Eligibility for state equalization support fund^, plus .enrollment and . 

isolatd^on, are the criCeria of eligibility for receiving additional support 

for small schpols, termed; "small attendance centers."^ A small' attendance 

center is defined as ah "elementary or secondary school attendance center 

» *' ■ " * . ^ . ■ 

with fewer than one hundred seventy-five pupils enrolled." For eligibility, 

sucl^ a small attendance center must be located twenty or more miles from any 

■ ' ■ . ' : ' • 

similar center. „ < ' * - 



Assis tance . « 

~ y 0 ■ 

* . • • • . , / » 

Assistance to small attendance centers is determined through a formula . 

of '^bonus pupils," as sho^ in the following ^cerpts from the Public School 

Act of 1973: / ' 

Section 22-50~113/ . . - 

(2) The number of bonus pupils for which an eligible district shall 
be entitled to receive small attendance center support shall be computed 
in the following manner : V v 



xn.. 



(a) The* average, entitlement of the district for pupils, enrolled 
each of such small attendance centers, as determined ^through application 
of the provisions of section '22-50-104, computed, to the nedrest one- 
tenth y^hole number, shall be multiplied by the corresponding "factor" 
in the following table:' 

•\ , . _ . ■ ' 

, * # Elementary 'J 'Secondary . '• 

(Gradesv 1-6 or l-S) (Grades /-12 or 9-12) 

^ ' ■ ' « >♦• . ■ . 'j-*""^ 

Attendance ^ . Maximum 'Attendance ' ^ Maximum 

Entitlement Factor. Allowed Entitlement Factor Allowed 

^0 -20 Allow 24 . ;24 .0 - 25 ^2.0 40 ■ 

20.1-50 / 1.2 : : 55 25.1-50 1.6 ' 75 

50.1-, 80 • 1,1 . 84- 50.1-75 1.5 ^105 

80.1-115 . I.p5 120 75.1-125 1.4 150 

115.1-150 * ..1.04 150 125.1-150 1.2 , 16^ 

^ 150.1-175 1..1 : .17^ 

; If. the resulting product is greater ^han the "maximum allowed," 

-I. as set forth in^ the table, the nuraber-^shall be reduced to the "maximum 
• allowed." \ . ' ■ ^^^^^l^- • .1^ 

(c) From such number shall be subtracted the attendance entitlement 
. of the district for pupils enrolled in each such small attendance cen- 
ter, and the resulting number, to the nearest one-tenth whole number, 
shall constitute the district's bonus pupils and shall be the basis for 
\ determining the district's entitlement to receive additional state sup-, 
port for the operation of each such small attendance center. 

Financial assistance baseS on the number of bonus pupils is calculated as 

follows: ' 

/Section 22-50-113. v . ■ \ 

* 

(4) (a) Effective January 1, 1974, ^on or before the first day of 
December of each budget year, each eligible district shall be entitled 
to receive an additional amount from the state equal to the revenue 
base per pupil of attendance entitlement for that' budget year multiplied 
by the number of bonus pupils' for which the district is entitle.d to 



receive additional support, pr, if it be a lesser amount, an additional 
amount equdl tpi ■ ■ t^. 

. . (I) For 1974, twenty-five dollars for each bonus pupil multiplied 
the number of mills levied for the general fund of the district for'', 
collection during 1974; . ' — 

(II) For 1975, twenty-seven dollars for each bonus pupil multiplied 
by the number of mills levied, for the general fund of the district for . 
collection during '1975; ^ .. 

(III) For 1976, twenty-nine dollars ior each bonus pupil multiplied 
\hy the number of mills levied for the general 'fund of the'xiislrricfc for 

collection during 1976. ♦ « ' ' * * 

(IV) For 1977 and each \year thereafter, the general assembly's 
annually specified per pupil\ per mill amount for each bonus pupil, mul- ' 
tiplied by the. number of mills levied for the general fund of the dis- 

triot for collection during that budget year. • ^ * 

■ - . ■ / ■ ■ • 

\ : ' ' CONNECTIGUT V • 

No special provisions for smal!}. rural and/or isolated scKbols, 

No special provisions for small rural and/or Isolated schools. 

- • ■ ■ ' . O ■ ' ■ 

: ' " FLORIDA 

No special provisions for/small rural and/or isolated schools. 

' GEORGIA , . 
Eligibility 

(J^eorgia Education Code 32. 625a. 1. ■ ' /' 

Isolation is Georgia's criterion of eligibility for special assistance. 

In general, the State Board^of Education is charged with responsibility for 

^ • " < ■ • 

defining "isolation, *V based upon "Consideration of factors such as size of 

the school, school population density, surrounding ^ad conditions to include 

distance by the 'nearest passable road to another appropriate school, climatical 

and geographical conditions, :.and such other similar factors as the iToard may^ 

in its discretion, find relevant ... .'V 



Under this authority, the Georgia State Board of Education, in its' *■ 
policy DFBC, stipulates that : y ./ , 

tto] be classified as an isolated school, in the meaning set forth 
in Georgia Code 32~625a. 1 -of Georgia School Laws, a school must : " 
meet all of the .crite^i^ in either Alternative A, B, or c/ 

Altej^native A . , • . 

— A middle or secondary schc>ol must '^arn fewer than 10 state 
allot-ted t^acheir^. ' ^ , 

An early childhood schpol.;must earn fewer than one state a).lotted 
teacher for- each grade taught and must have fewer than six - ' 
* ■ teaches,' .• - 

' • ■ ■ ■ ^ ■ .■ ■ -J? ■ 

— The- school is more t^han AO miles by the nearest possible road 
from another public early^ childhood, middle or secondary school 
within the same system/ . . ;~ ' 



or 



Another public early childhood, middle or secondary school is 
is within the 4p miles limit, but a majority of its pupils must 
^ travel more than .1^ hours to reach. that other school. 



or 



The school is physically blocked by water, mountains- or climatic 
conditions from access to another public early childhood, middle 
or secondary school for at least 20 days during the school year.. ^ 

Alternative B ^ , . ' 

An entire school system may be classified as isolated if: the" board 
of education for the system enters into a long term (25 years or. 
more) contract for an\ adjoining system to provide for the instruc- 
tion of the entire. pupil population of the school district arid if " 
either . " , - ' * . * 

— The secondary , school. (9-12) does not have an enrollment sufficient 
to allow the school to be a standard school; ' 

. ■ ' ■ 'or . ' . ; o ^ -> 

The enrollment at the early childhood and middle school level 
(grades K-eight) is not sufficient to cause the school td'* ba 
a standard school; - 

" * . / ' " ■ • ' ■ ^ . ' ^ , ' '■ 

V' , ■ V \ ; •■ ; . /, - ■ . • ■ e • 

In the application of standards', the school has insurmountable « 
problems which prevent the school^ s bedoming a standard schoo-l/. 



Alternative C . \. ' , , 

A school system may be designated .as an isolated -schoql system pro- 
vided * / . , • 

The system has only orieJ school , available' for each ;gi:adeM^ver 
' ■ and/or if the secondary school. (9-12) dpes not have ah enroll- 
';ment sufficient to aljow theJschool to be a 'standard school 
V aad/or if the enrollment at the early childhood and middle ^ ^ 
school level (grades K-eight)' \ ' ' \ 

. ■ . . ■ -^^ ■ •.. ' ■• . 

An -effort has beemnade^ to contract >ith another system for the 
'combined operation at all grade levels , 

• • ■ .1 ■ . ' ■ * • . ' *^ • \ 

^ The. system is levying taxes at 20. mills on a 40 percent tax ' ' 

digest, ' \ . 

— The system has adequate facilitie's f or ,the program or has out- 
-standing bonds equal to the amount necessary to participate in 
state capital outlay allocations. ^ ' ' 



For those schools whichJ^meet the above criteiria' in either Alterna- 
tiye A, B or C, the Stafe Superintendent of SSchools shall b^ 
authorized to make adju^-^mentTs in ^teacher allotments to provide a 
- program of education that^eets minimum acceptable standards. . In 
-no instance, however, will" tfte total number Vbf ^ teachers allotted 
. exceed the number 'required to tnake .tlie' school a standard schodr. 

\ The state board, shall act on all isolated school applica'tions at the. 
March regular meeting* - ' \ > " 

f ' Assistance 

Georgia Edujcation Code 32.625a.l. 

Any school with graded one through twelve, classified an isolated 
school, IS to have a minimum of nine "sta^te allotted teachers." A-schooT" 



with grades one through seven, classified as isolated, is to have a jninmuni 
of* seven "state alldtted teachers." ^The State Board of Education has aVthority 
to establish minimum requirements ai^d standards for the utilization of Aese ' ' 
additional^ tedchers and the related funds provided by the state. 



• ■ . ' ■ HAWAII 

No response. 



•": , IDAHO . 

► * ■ - . ■ • " • ■■ ■ . • ■ ■ ■ ■ 

- ' Eligibility , . 

'Attendance and^ isolation are the primary factors considered by Idaho 

in providing special assistance to small schools. Special provisions for 

smaller enrollments are included in support unit allocatibns in the basic 

' funding fbnnula. Isolation falls within the terms "separate" and remote 

for which the definitions are as follows: 

' Section 33-1001, Chapter 10, Idaho Code 

8^ "Separate elementary school" means ^ school which' measured from 
_ itself, traveling On an all-weather road, is situated more than ten (10) 
liniles distance ftom both the. nearest" elementary school within the same 
school district, and f:^om the. location of the office of the superinten- . 
• dent of 'schools of such district, or from the office of the chief ad- 
ministrafciye officer of such district if the district employs no super- 
intendent' of schools/ : 

9. "Separate kindergarten" meajis a kindergarten which measured from' 

. ^. itself, traveling on an a^ll-weath,er road, .is situated more than ten "(10) • 
'miles distance from both the nearest kindergarten' school within the 
same .school diistrict and from the. ■ locati'ori of the office of the super- 
intendent of - schools of such 'district, or from the office of the chief 
.administrative officer of such district if the dis^trict employs no 
superintendent of schools. / . , 

10. "Separate secondary schpoF' means any secondary school which is 

. "located more than fifteen (15) by all-weather road 'from; any other 
secondary school operated by tbe district. ^ . . o 

■-.V ^- ■ . • ■ ■ . .-■ • • ..- : \ ^ ■• ' - 

Section 33-1001, Chapter 10, itdaho Code . 

' ^3. . Remote Schools. - — Th^' board of trustees of any Idaho 'school dis- 
trict which, operates and maintains a school <which is remotfe and isolated 
from the other schools of ^^the state because of geographical or topographi- 
cal conditions may petitidn the state Bbatd of Education to recognize and 
approve the^schoSl as a if emote and nece^^sary school. 



/ Assi^ta:nce' 



Provisions for assistance to small attendance units are contained in 
the following excerpts from the Idahb^Code: 
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Section 33-1002. 



COMPUTATION. OF KINDERGARTEN ' SUPPORT UNITS 



28 Weeks ADA 
41 or more . . . , 
31. - 40.99 ADA 
26 - 30.99 ADA, 
21 - 25.99 ADA 
16 - 20.99 ADA 
8 - 15.99 ADA 
1 - 7.9-9 ADA, 



ADA Per Unit Units Allowed" 

40. V 1 or more as computed 

- [ 1 

.85 

- .75 

- : . .6 

............. .5 

- : count as elementary . 



COMPUTATION OF ELEMENTARY SUPPORT UNITS 
. h ' ■ ■ . ■ 

28 Weeks ADA " ADA Per Unit Minimum Units Allowed 

300 or mor^ ADA 23 ^ 15 

110 -299.99 ADA..... 20... .. -6 . 

VI -109. 99- ........ .Units allowed as follows: .. - 

90 - 109-99 ADA. 6 ^ 

70 --89.99 ADA...:............. ' ^5 ' 

^51 - 69.99 ADA , 4 

31 - 50.99 ADA. . 3 

- 16 - 30:99 ADA. J2 

1- .15.99 ADA. ' 1 

\ ' - ... ^ ' ■ ■ 

COMPUTATION OF SECONDARY SUPPORT. UNITS- 




28 Weeks ADA ..ADA>Per Unit "Minimum Units Allowed 

750 oi: more. ...... ...15.5. , .> 47 

400 r 749.99 ADA.... 16... .>. 28 

^3t)Q - 399.99 ADA. . . . , 14. 5. . . , ..V... ,^ 22 . 

200 — 299.99. ADA. ... 13.5. . .. . . . . 1 . . \_ 17 

100 - 1S9.99 ADA. . . . 12......... .... : \ 9 

99-99 or fewer* Uni-ts allowed as follows: . ' 

Grades 7^12 ....... ^ . 8 

Grades 9-12 6 

^ . Grades 7- 9 ' ........... . 1 per 14 ADA 

'':( Grades 7- 8 / 1 per 16 ADA 

y COMPUTATION OF EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION. SUPPORT UNITS ; 



28 Weeks ADA ADA Fer Unit Units Allowed ^ 

14»or more. . 14.5.. I 1 or more as computed 

13.99 ... 1. ^ 

11.99^ . . . .. . ~~ .............. 

7.99....... ■ 



12 
g 
4 

• 1 



3.|9,.. 



.7-5 
.5 . 
.25 



.■■■....■•>.'... ^ . /.^ , ■ . . '*'0 

ERIC ■ ' . V 



Section 33-1003, Chapter 10. / 

2. Application of Support Program to Separate Schools in District, 
.^a. Separate Elementary School. — Any separate elementary school 
shall be. allowed^ to participate in the educational support program as 
though the school were the only elementary school operated by the 
district . . 

;b. -Hardship Elementary School. Upon application of the board of 

trustees of a school district, th^ state Board of Education is em- 
powered to determine that a given elementary school or elementary 
schools within^ the school distript, not otherwise qualifying, are en- 
titled to be counted as a separate elementary school as defined in 
section 33-100lV-i4^ha Code, when, in the discretion of the state 
Board of Education, Special conditioris exist warranting the retention 
of the school as a -separate attendance unit and the retention results 
in a substantial increase in cosZ per pupil in average, daily attendance 
above the average ,cost' per pupil in average daily attendance of the 
remainder of the district '^^lementary grade school pupils. 

c. Separate Secondary ^hopl^— Any separate secondary school shall be 
allowed to participate in the educational support program as though the 
school were the only secondary school operated by the district. 

d. Minimum Pupils: Required. — Any elementary school having less than 
ten (10) pupils in average daily attendanfe shall not be, allowed to 
participate in the state or country support program unless the school has 
been approved for operation by the state Board of Education. 

•A • _ ^ ■ . 

: 3. Remote Schdols^ ■ 

■ ■ ■ /V .. . . ' ■ . ^ . • . ■ 

. . Schools which the state Board of Education approves as being 
necessary and remote shall be allowed adequate funding within the sup- 
port program for an acceptable educational program for the students of 
the school. In the case of a remote and necessary secondary school, 
grades 7-12, the educational, program shall be 'deemed acceptable when, 
in the opinion of the state Board of Education, the accreditation 
standard relating to staff size, - established in accordance with section 
33-119, Idaho Code, has been met. The final determination of an ac- 
ceptable program and adequate funding in the case of a remote and 
necessary elementary school shal^ be made by the state Board of 
Education .: ^ . o. ♦ 4> . 



; ^ ILLINOIS 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools. 

• / • INDIANA • ■ , ' 

Ho special prpvisions for small rural and/or isolated schools, 

. • • ■ 24 
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IOWA ' . 

No. special provisions for sm^ll rural and/or isolated schools. ^ / / 

' . ■ * KANSAS 

Eligibility - ' . 

Kansas, has established four district enrollment categories which are 
used for (a) applying budget controls and (b) determining 'local effort, rates. 
The categories are: under. 200; -200 to 399; 400 to 1,599; and 1,600 and' over. 
A density factor is used to determine transportation assistance. 

•/ • Assistance 

Through a complex formula, enrollment categories determine the "budget 

per pupil (BPP)" allocated ;to eachvdistrict and are also used to calculate 
It* 

the local effort rate (LER)/V The following details are^taken from memorand 
prepared for. t;he Kansas Legislative Research Department, dated May 15, 1980: 
For 1979--80, the enrollment categories and the "norm" BPP^s were: 

. ■ ■ N ■ • 

■ . ■ . ■ . , . ■ ' *■ 

. ' ■ . Budget ' -\ ' 

District Per ' . * 

Enrollment (E) Pupil . Adjustment" Factor - 

Undei:.200 ^ $2,352 - None.,, " 

200-^3^9 2.352 Minus $1.705 *-(E-2t)0) - 

4p0-i;:499 2,011 Minu§t? ,376. '(E-460) 

1,500 and Over 1,597 \ 'None 

" .' ■■ .V , ■■ ■;*; , ^ 

The estimated enrollment categories and "norm" EPP's for 1980-81 are: 

■ . •■•■Budget • . ' 'l-^-];-]. ' ' : ■ 'V . ■ , ^j>/ . 

District ^ "•• ' -Per ' *' I'^tf / 

Enrollment (E) tv Pupil Ad jus tment:''--Fac tor . • 

■ ^ ■ . . ■ . . - . ■ • ■ - ■ 

Under 200 $2,646' * N6iie.>. 

200-399 " 2,^646 Minus §1/92Q- (E-20Q) V * 

400-1,599 2,262 . Minus $ ;388 (E-400)'' * V 

.1,600 and Over > 1,797^) None ^ ^ " 

• a) $1,806 for the four largest enrollment districts.^ ' . " ■ 



• ■ ;Th^ fomula for. determining a district's LER in' 1980-81 based on. 

r \ ttie second schedule above is: 

' . T/ . . . District's BPP 

^ ^ . / ' ^ BPP "Norm", for the District's ^ 1-593% 

Enrollment Ca-tegory ' * 

The ai,d of a district is 100 percent, of actual cost per pupil or- 
\ .100 peircerit of , the amount per. pupil coraput^ed under the cost-density 
/formula, whichever is les^s, multiplied by the number of such pupils 
(2.5 m±\e.s or ipore from^ school) transported or for whom transportation' 
/; / is made a,v^j,lable as of September 15 ^of each year. . / 

' ■ ' •■ 'i' ■ -o^ , ■ . . ^ ■ ■ 

y . . V ' KENTUCKY^ " " 

' Eligibility J 

> Isolation establishes eligibility for special a^ssistance in Kentucky. 

' , " ■ J • . ■ c ' » Assistance ' . ^ ^ ■ ♦ " .. 

"In allotting classroom uhits for elementary and secondary schools, one 
(i) classroom unit shall' be .included for each twenty-seven (27) pupils, in-, 
average daily attendance in grades one ' (ij' through twelve (12); provided, 
however, that' one (1) classroom unit shall be included for each isolated / 
one-teacher school with twfelve (120 pr more pupils in average daily atten- 

. ' V. • 

dance and one (1) unit shall be included for each t^^enty-five (25) pupils in 

average daily attendance at all other ilsolated schools. " I^S' 157.360(2) . 

' . ' ■ . •-■ 

' • LOUISIANA 

• ' . ■ ' ■ • * ■■ ■■/"■. 

No special- provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools? 

. •■ MAINE 

\ Eligibility 
Maine considers the factors of geographic isolation and enrollmerit 
in 'providing special financial assistance to' small schools. The comrais- 
sioner^^ith approval of the State Board of Education, determines geo- 
graphic isolation "if a unit is located an unreasonably long distance 



from another unit or school facility or is situated in |^a location which has 
^ique problems in transporting s'tudents to another school liiit A unit 
qualifies for a/'*smail unit subsidy adjustment" if, during the school year ^ 
immediately prior to the year of allocation, it operated an elementary'' schopl, 

with 25 pupils or less in kindergarten through grade eight,, or I'if itVis not- 

• • ■ • . • ' ■ • _ -a ■ ^ . ■ . • . . ' ' 
operating an^elmentary school or^a secondary school and has 25 4)upils or less 

in the kindergarten , ^through grade 8 during the schoo! year' imiaediately prior 

to the year of allocation." This latter 'provision is for districts, with • 

fewer than 25 pupils which contract with other districts for the education 

of those pup^ils. ' 

. • . . ■ . . .• . . . . - a-.". . • . ; 

Assistance . ^' 

If a unit is declared geographically isplated, the commissioner is 
authorized to adjust the per pupil allocation, to pee t the educational needs' 
of that unit, provided "the geographic isolation adjustment, shall not e^cceed 
the amounts^ expended by the unit in the base year whic'^were in ^:^cess of ^the 
basic elementary and secondary per^pupil o^erats-ing r,ates in the year of al-"^ 
location." '. • ' 

A unit qualifying for a small unit subsidy adjustment because in the 
prior year i^t operated an elementary school with 25 pupils or less, "shall 
receive a minimum^ allocation for operating costs equal to 5/3 of the state 
average elementary teachers* salary in the school year .immediately prior .to 
the year of allocation." . - j . 

A unit qualifying with 25 students or less but not operating an elemen- 
tary or secondary school "shall receive a minimum allocation computed by raul- 
^iplying the elementally or secondary pupil enrollment on October 1st in. the 
yeaTr of allocation by the state average elementary or secdnda>?:y adjusted per 
pupil operating r^te respectively or the actual cost of tuition payment in the 
year of allocation, whichever is less." 



\' The small unit subsidy adjustment shall "guarantee a minimum* subsidy' 
payment for operating costi^ to those units which qualify" and shall be made 
only after other adjustments have, been made. • . ' ' ' 

Section 4749, Maine Code . - . ^ 

.2. Geographic isolation; determination; adjustment limitation,. 

A. The commissioner, with tTip approval- of the State Board of ,Educa- 

• tion, shall determine geographic isolation if a unit is located 'an unrea- 
sonably long distance from another unit or school facility or is 
situated in a location which has unique problems in transporting stu- 
dents to another school unit. 

. B. If the unit is declared to be geographically isolated under para- 
graph A, the commissioner shall adjust the elementary and secondary per 
pupil allocation to tihat unit to meet the educational needs of that unit. 

C. The geographic isolation ^adjustment shall not exceed the amounts 
expended by the unit in the base year which were in excess of the basic 
elementary and secondary per . puMl operating rates i,n the year of alio- . 
cation. ; . ^^ ' 

-., , ^ ^ • • " . v.:' ■ \ ■ ■ ' ' 

B. A unit shall receive a minimum aliacation computed by multiplying ^ 
the elementary or secondary pupil enrollment on October 1st in the year / 
of allocation by the state average elementary, or secondary adjusted per 
pupil operating, rate respectively or the actual cost of tuition payment 

in the year of allocation, whichever is less,- if it is riot operating 'an 
elementary sphool or a secondary' school and has 25 pupils or less in 
the kindergarten through grade. 8 during the school year immediately prior 
to the year of allocation. < , ^ 

' ' The small, unit subsidy adjustment shall guarantee a minimum sub- ' 

sidy' payment for operating costs to those' units which qualify and it 
shall be made only after the adjustments in subsections 1 through 7 
• have been made. .*=-... : o / 

8. Small unit subsidy adjhg'to^h't;5^^^^ intent.. A unit may 

. , qualify for one of the foilov^ingl smkli unit subsidy adjustments 

.A. A unit shall receive a minimum allocation for operating costs equal 
. to 5/3 of the state average elementary teachers' salary in the school year 
immediately prior to thfe year of allocation as determined by the com- 
missioner, if it is. opera ting an , elementary school with 25 pupils or 
less in kindergarten through grade 8 during the school year imraedia^tely 
prior . to the year of allocation. 

X ^ ■ ■ • •. ^ ■• ■ . ■ . ■■■■ ■■■■ 

MARYLAND ' ■ .-. 

No. special provisions for. small rural and/or isolated schools. 




; . MASSACHUSETTS . ' 

No. special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools. 

MICHIGAN 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools. 
■ ' ■ MINNESOTA ' ., ^' • ' 

1 

The following .sparsity aid provisions were effective. for the 1979-80 

school year. This year, sparsity ^id concepts have been incorporated into 

the "replacement aid" category. The formulas for replacement aid are compn,e^ 

• ■ -■ - ■ ' . • ■ . ■ . ■ 

However, the general concept is that the state should provide aid to district 

■ ) ■ . % ■ 

based on two) criteria — studeat enrollment and size of the district. Where 
geographic distances preclude consolidation or pairing, additional state funds 
are needed to support quality rural education. (Phil >fiiler. Education Finance 
Specialist, Minnesota Department of Education.) " ; - 

Sparsity ^aid provisions, as cpntained in Laws of Minnesota for 1979, 
124.224 Sparsity Aid, are summarized below. 

' Eligibility / . 

A high schooL-qualifies for sparsity aid* if (1) it has a "secondary 

avera^ daily n^tnbership" of ^ess .^than 500 in the year for^which the aid is 

ta be paid,, and (2) it has an "isolat^ index" of greater than 18. , The key 

terms are defined as follows: v ' 

-" • ^ - ^ ^ ' ^ . : . . • }■ . ' 

" (b) (i) In a_ school district with only one high school, "secdhdary 
average daily membership" means the average daily membership of resident 
. pupils in. grades seven thj^ugh twelve , as defined in section 124.17 , 
subdivision 2; o"' * 

■ (ii) In a school district with mor:e than one high school , "secondary 
average daily meiiibership" for a particular high^ school means the product 
of the number , of resident pupils enrolled in grades seven through twelve 
in average daily membership in that high school, as defined in section 
124.17 , subdivision 2, times the iPafeio of six to the number, of grades in 
that high schpol . ^ / . ^ \ ■ ■ ~~ 



ERIC 



(c) "Attendance area" means" 'the quotient of i:h^, total surf ace area of 
-^a district divided by -the number of high schools in the dis trict^i 

(dy "Isolation index" means the suiii of ^ - • , . 

' •■ ■ " ■ ■ ■ ' *• 

. the^di^stance measured by Jt:he usaal . trav.eled ^routes between a p^ar - 
ticular high school in a_ distri<;-t and the ngarest other high schoo"l, plus 

' ■ .. . : '~ •: 

-(li) the square root of one-half the attendance area ; 
'•./^^ e^lementary school is eligible for sparsity aid if it enrolls fewer 
thgn 20 pupils, and if it is at least 50 miles by the usual traveled routes 
from the nearest other Minnesota elementary School* 

• - ■ .'J ■ " / ■ . ■ ■ - ^ ' ' ' ' 

• • Assistance " . * . 

Aid<-to districts with qualifying high schools is as follows: . ' 

Subd. 3. QUALIFICATION. To qualify for aid under subdivision 4_, a 
district must have at least one qualifying high school in the year for 
which the aid is to be paid . , 

' Subd , 4. COMPUTATION, A district which qualifies- for aid under sub- ^ . 
divi^sion _3 .shall receive an amount . of aid equal to the sum of. the amounts'- 
determined by computing the fpllowing ^ product for each qualifying high ' 
school in the district : V . - ' 

- (a) the foundation aid formula allowance for the school' yfear > mul- 
tiplied by 

^ (b) the secondary average daily membership > multiplied by ■ 

I (c) the quotient obtained by dividing (1) ^^ the remainder of 500 minug 

the secondary average daily membership byc= (2) the sum. ojF 500^ £3^1^ 
secondary average daily membership , multiplied by 

id) the quotient obtained by dividing (1) the remainder of tl»e isolation 
jjidex mjj^ (2) the isolation index, • V 

For each qualifying elementary • school, the operating school district 

"shall receive an amount equal *to the foundation aid formula allowance times 

the number of pupils enrolled in that school in addition to all other aids 

the district is entitled to."/^ 

■ ■ :,■ : ■ ■ : T..- 

MISSISSIPPI 

. * _ - . ■ 

No special provisions^f or small rural' and/or isolated schools. 

ft ■ - o . 

.' ■ 30 ; ' ■ ° ■ ■ ■ --' ■ .■ • 



' . , MISSOURI ' " 

, No special provisions for^inall^rural aiTd/or isolated schoils. 

: ■ - , . MONTANA ■ . \ ' 

- From the' Montaria Code: \ 
20-9-318 EDUCATION .. ' \ 

(2X For a secondary school having an MB of more than 24 pupils, the 
maximum $2,465 shall be decreased at the rate of $13.45 for each addi- 
tional pupil until, the MB shall have reached. a total of 40 sucl^x pupils. 

(3) For a school having an MB of more than 40 pupils, the maximum of 
$2,250 shall be decreased at the rate of $13.45 for each additional 
pupil until the 'MB shall have reached €oO pupils. - 
^ X^) For a school having ah MB'of more than 100 pupils,, a maximum of 
$1,443 shall be decreased at the rate of $2.25 for each additional pupil 
until the MB 'shall have reached 200 pupils^;, * 

(5) For a schboL having' an MB of more than 200 pupils, the maximum of 
$1,218 shall be decreased by $1.24 for eadh' additional pupil until the 
MB shall have reached 300 pupils. 

(6) For a school having an MB of more. than 300 pupils, the^ maximum of 
$1,095 shall be decreased ^t the rate of • 23 "cents until the MB shall hav 
reached 600 pupils. 

(7) For a school haying an MB over 600 pupils, the maximum shall not 
exceed $1,027 per pupil. 

(8) The maximum per pupjLl for all pupils (MB) and for all high schools 
shall be computed on the basis of the amount allowed herein on account 

of the last eligible pupil (MB). All^igh schools and junior , high 
schools which have been approved and ac^i;;edited as junior high schools, 
operated within the incorporated limits o^a city or, town, shall be ' ' 
treated as one school 'for the purpose of this schedule. , 

History: : En. 75^-6905 by Sec. 255, Ch. 5, L. 1971; amd.Sec. 1, Ch. 404, 
L. 1971; amd.Sec. i, .Ch. 400, L. 1973; amd.Sec. 1, Ch. 345, L. 1974; 
amd.Sec. 1, Ch. 347, L. 1974; amd.Sec. 1, Ch. 518, L. 1975; iind. Sec. 1, 
Ch. 505, L. 1977; R.C.M. 1947 ,V 75-6905(7) thru (9) . 

■, ■ . '■ ■ * '. ■ ■ ■ r • " 

20-9-318. El^entary school maximum budget schedule for 1978-79 and 
succeeding years. .(1) For each elementary school having an.MB of nine 
or fewer pujjxls, the maximum shall be $11,113 if said school is approved 
as an isolated school. 

(2) For schools with an MB of 10 pupils" but less than 18 pupils, the 
maximum shall be $11,113 "plus $464.40 per pupil on^the hasi?^ of t?he 
averatge number belonging over nine. / . 

(3) For schooLs-^th^ MB of 18 pupils and employing oae teacher, the 

,maximum shall b^$15,292' plus $.464-40 per pupil on the basis of the 

average number betesging over 18, not to exceed an AiJE of 25. 

(4) For schools with an MB of 18 pupils and employins t^ ^ full-tim^^ 
teachers, the maximum shall be $24,415 plus $290.90'per pupil on the 
basis of the average number belonging over 18, not to exce^^d and ANB of 

•50. . ■ _ ^ 

■'31 /■ " ' . . 
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(5) For schools having an.ANB^in excess of 40, the maximum on the 
basis, of the total puils (ANB) in the district for elementary pupils 
will be as follows: ^ . 

\a) For a school having an ANB of more than 40 and - employii>^ a minimum 
of three teachers, the maximum of. $1,079 shall be decreased at the 
<rate of $1.05 for each additional pupil until the total number (ANB) 
shall have reached a total of 100 pupils. 

(b) For a school having an ANB of more than 100 pupils, the maximum of 
$1,016 shall be decreased at the rate of 96 cents for- each additional 
pupil until the ANB shall have'reached 300 pupils. . / 

(c) For a school having an ANB of more than 300 pupils, the>foaximum 
shall not exceed $824.60 for each pupil. 

(6) The maximum per pupil for all pupils (ANB) and fbr all elementary 
schools shall be computed on the basis of the amount allowed "herein on * 
account of the last eligible pupil (ANB). AH elementary schools 
operated within the incorporated limits of. a city or town shall be 
treated as one school for the purpose of this schedule.'^- ' 

■ • ■ .». 

History: En. 75-6905 by Sec. 255, Ch. 5, L. 1971; "amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 404, 
L. 1971; amd. Sec. 1, 'Ch; 400, L. 1973; amd. Sec. 1, th. 345, L. 1974; amd. 
Sec. 1. Ch. 347, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 518, L. 1975; amd. Sec. 1, Qh. 
505, L. 1977; R. CM. 1947, 75-6905(10) thru (15)^. ^ 

20-9-319. High school majJimum budget schedule for 1978-79. and suc- 
'ceeding years. (1) For each high school having an ANB of 24"or fewer 
pupils, the njaximum shall be $63,308. * ■ r. . 

(2) For a . secondary school- havingrff^ ANB of more tHan 24 pupils', the 
maximum $2,638 .shall be decreased at . the rate of $14.39 for each addi- 
tional pupil until the ANB shall have reached a . total of 40 such pupils.. 

(3) For a school having an'ANB of more than 40 pupils, the maximum of 
$2,408 shall'be decreased at the fate of $14.39 for each additional pupil 
until the ANB shall have reached 100 pupils. 

(4) ' For a school having an ANB^ of. more than lOO'/pupils, a maximum of 
$1,544 ^all be decreased at the fsite of - $2.41 for each; additional pupil 
^Sntil the ANB shall have reached 200 pupils. 

(5) 'For a school haying an ANB of more ti^an 200 .pupils, the maximum of 
$1,'304 shall be :decreased by $1.32 for each additional pupil until .lihe ' ' 
ANB shall have reached 300 pupils., 

(6) For . a school having an ANB of more than 300 pupils,, the maximum of 
$1,171 shall be decreased at the, rate of 24 cents unti,^, the ANB shall 
'have reached .600. pupils. . , 

(7) For - a school having an ANB over- 600 pupils, the. makimum shall not 
excee(jT $1,09;8' per pupil. ^ > • . 

' ;(8J. The makimujn/pe^^^^^ for. all pupils (AIJB) and for' all high schools 

shall be computed on the„ basis of the amount allowed herein on acqount . 
of the la^t eligible pupil (ANB). All highi^ schools and junior high ■ 
schools which haye been approved and ;ac'credited as junior high schools, > 
operated, within the incorporated limits. -^bf\'a city or town, shall be 
treated^as one school for the purpose of this schedule. 

History: En. 75-&9Q5 by Sec. 255, Ch.'-'s; ty 1971; amd. Sec. Ch. .404, 
L. 1971; amd. Sec. ly.Ch. 400, L. 1973i amd. See. l,.Ch. 345, L. 1974; amd. 
Sec . .1 . Ch-7-:JV77"Ly-1974'; amd . Secmr, ChT 5X87T^7^1975 ;~ Mcl7Se~c~ 1 , Cb. • 
505, L. 1977; R. CM. 1947, 75-6905(16) thru (18). 



20-9-320. Maximum general fund budget for junior high school. ... (l| 
The general fund budget amount for an approved and accredited junior 'high..' 
school shall be prorated between the elementary district general fund, 
budget and the high shcool district general fund budget In the following 
manner: ' 

(a) determine the per-ANB schedule amount for the school, as defined 
by 20-9-317 and 20-9-319, from the high school schedule; 

(b) calculate the ANB for the regularly enrolled full-time pupils enrolled 
in the 7th and 8th grades of the junior high' school; ' 

■ . "(c) multiply the per-ANl^ schedule amount determined in subsection (1) (a) 
by the ANB calculated ;in . subsection (1) (b) to determine the authorized * 
general fund budget ainourifc which shall be avilable for the elementary' ^" 
district general fund budget; arid • " '• . 

•(d) subtract the amount determined in subsection (l)j|c) from the- total 
authorized general fund budget amount for. the school to determine the . 
authorized general fund budget amount i^hich shall be available for th^ 
high school district general fund budget. 



NEBRASKA .* r.^^' r \. 

■ ' ? ■ /)■■■' 

. . ' * ■ '* . ■ 

• ' ' . *■ • . ' ' - t-' 

0/ Eligibility 

In Nebraska, a population density of less than four persons per square 

... ' , ' ■ ' j> ■ ... • ^ ■ 

mile,, as determined by the most recent/ decennial census, is the* criterion 



fo|: additional financial aid, 



Assistance 

. . 'Nebrasl^a Cpde, Sec. 79-1336. ^: r//^ ^ 
^'■a'.-"^-. . .••.'U'^' ■ w . ■ , • • 

population density itf any county is less than four persons 
. . ' Vper squ^ire mi as deterpiined from the most recent federal decennial * ' 
. • ^ -/iceias.us', support under subdivision' (l);,of this section * 

v . insured -.for. each dist^ in that. county shall be increased bykh^ . . 

Z:^ following percentages: (a) if ^ the population density is -three or 

' . . .mpre^^^^ less than four persons p^r . squ^e mile, ten per cent; (b) if ' 
. the^ density^ is two or more but less.vt;;h^tl' three persons per square mile, 
..twenty per cent; (c) if the density is/rone or tftbre but less than two ^ 
- persons per square mile, thirty per cent; and ',(d) if th.^, density is less 

. .than one person per square mile, forty per cent; Provided, any school 

' ' * district within a qualifying* county showing a density, greater than ' . 
; : . . •. provided in this subdivision shall, not .qualify ,for such percentage iiii^'- 
creases. (Laws 1967.) ' \ r 

'y^-: '''-\^'r.-Sr- /'"^ / ' ■ NEVADA , ' ■ " 

Eligibility ■ 

' Enrollment and pupil population sparsity form the bases for- providing . 
. special' assistance to small. :/scho.ols in Nevada. v- • 

ERIC'. ;• ■ ' ■ ■ ■ : ■ , ■ ■■:^■;^■^■■•■^:^,..v■■ ^' ■;- . .■ . . 



^* Assistance 



' Thje "Nevada Plan or' Support 'of 'Public Education, 1981-83 Biennial 

Request" sets the , following guidelines: r " * 

/ (1) Equalized IBasic . Support >. ^ r . ^ ' ' ,i: 

^ This part of the^basic ^ppprt%^ is established for each, 

di-strict by applying a district ratio to the statewide per pupil raone- 
tary ambQht. established a^:^^.^^ support. The ratios for each 

. district are determined as 'fallows;'^- ' " ^ ■ . ^ *' , 




m3- 



Teache^^ allocations are^ determined f^ of pupils in ^ach 

schpol attendance area > i't^^ ; a- 'local :school district in accordance 
with tables/ adopte3 Ly - the Sfiate Board jpf - Education. The tables ^ 
.'allow f or: increased t^che^ allocations un school attendance .ar^as,> 
where pupil population is spar se and,/ fof - a lesser number ^of teacher; 
allocations, in densely pdpulated/.areas^ V* This is based on the' premise 
that where pupil, population is sparsey group service units 'must be \ ' \ 
maintained for small numbers of pupilsV while in more densely, 
populated areas, group ^^rvice units can be main tained more effi- 
ciently by serving larger numbers df 'pupils group. 

In addition t:o teacher allocations, each' district is grantied / 
locations'^fori other certified staff id the basis of pupill ^jenroll- 
ment area within a school attendance area. ^Lik^ teacher allocations,: 
this is aldit'lieterminetl/fr^ tabled adppte'd by the S tit e Board of " 
Education ajhd similar ..consideration for; granting additional al- 
locations to sparsely populated areas is included in the* ealculatt^'ons . ^ 

• * r . '. . , ■ ' '. . ' ■ ■; ' .. ■ ■ . ■ ^ ^ - ; " ' ' 

Onc^ 'the -tWacher and other certified staff allocations are determined,. 
pre'%stabli's;he(i^raonetary amounts are applied to pupil counts for 
kindergarten (Righted at .6), elementary and secondary, pujiils, and , "^^ . 
total certified employee allocations (teach^ andvother vcertif ied 
.staff combined), which maWj&s^. possible the det^ 

weighted monetary value^\p&f\pupil f or each local/achool districtr 

• ■ ■ . ■ ■ . . ' --.y^i-. _ ■ , ■ ■ _ . - . ' ~ - , . ■ ■ • • 

A statewide monetary valu^^^ pupil is established by adding, the ^ • 
values for...all ;distri^^^^n^^ividing the total by the statewide 
enrollment* The §;^jt2^ewide :mone pupil is assigned a 

ratiiD value of 1.0OT and each district is assigned a ratip, value 
equivalent to th^r monetary vaXue ppr pupil as compared to the ^ 
statewide total. . 
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' , HAMPSHIRE. ^ 

special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools. 



NEW JERSEY- 



provisions fori small' rural arid/or isolated schools. 
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34 
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: . •' , > Eligibility _^ _ ;/. 

Ldw-.e^^^^^ is New. Mexico' s eligibility requirement; with special 

to approved- public schools , with ^ ADM^ Oaverage daily .meirib 4r- 
ship) of less than "200, and to school districts;wlch- a total Si" of less' • 
than- 4,000. ■ ' ' ' . \ - " - ' ' ;^ ' . ... • . 



■ , Assistance * . ' ; ' ' ■,. '. 

Section 22-8-23, :New Mexico" Code.- ■ ' '" ' ^ ' . ' 

^ "A. Thevp^^^^ additional ■program units Co.whxdh'k sChool dis- 

trict is .entitled> under this 'su-bsee'tion is the surt.^ qfveiem^ntary-junior 
hxgh unit^ -and -sen^ ' ^ 

* - ^ ' r piemen taryWunior Hxgfi;..tln^ ^ ' ' 

. ^ — 200 y X L.O X ADM = Units 

.■ ' ■ ■' ■ ^ , ' ' 

, "where ADM is equal , to the average -daily Membership of ' an' approved, ele- ° 
-^j : /,;mentary or junior -high school including ;^arly childhood' education full- ' 
•. , time equivalent average daily :merabership but excluding special educa- ' ' 
: '^^■""'^^^^.^ Class -D average daily ^membersiiip; • ' - ' 

. Senior ;High Units . .' ■ = 

V. : n V;:'' V ' v , V v200-ApM. ' . „ - ■ . ^ ' , . '\ ■ ' 

- ■• ^ 200 ^ X 2.0 X ADM =.Uiiits ■ • , •. ■ , 

■ ■ ^^^^ '^ ii^^^^ the average daily taembership .ofc=,an .approved senior 
'V high school exJcluding, special education Cl'ass C and Cl^ss. D average 

daily menihershifh. =■ ■ 

■■ school district with total ADM of less than 4,000 including .early' 

■•childhood education full-time equivalent ADM .'and special education ADM • 
is eligible for additional' 'program units. The number. of additional pro- 
gram units .to which a district, is entitled under Subsection B of this 

■ section is the number of district units computed in the following 
Whnpr: , ' " ■ . ' .. • 

- -District Units" ' . * '• ' 

* , ;4000-ADM . ' „ ' " _ . ' . 

- .• : . • ' , ; ,V ^qqq — ^) X 0 . 15 X ADM ,= Uni ts v . , . • 

• . , ■■" . ' '..■'),.',,■ ' . . . ' ,' . ' ■ 

yx^e ADM is equal to tjie total district average daily membership -includin 
■ . early childhood education full-time/ equivalent -average daily membership'. 
; and - special educatdion. average, dail^ membership. " 



' > ■ NEW YpRJK^"' ^^"^ j: ' ,; -V/:.' 

: No ispecial provisions fot small rural and/or. isolated schools, 

■ .' ". • ■ ' ■ '] ■ . " .• : 

. ■. . ■ • > ■ . ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ , • ■ ■ : ■ .'-.^ 

NORTH CAROLINA - . ■ _ • 

,. Eligibiliti.y ,..- / . . ■ - . 

Enrollments and isolation are the; criteria for special assistance, with . 

■' • . ■ . * ■ ■ ■ .. .: ' ' . ' 

elementary schools ^of 100 pupils pr; less and high schools of 60- pupils or . 
less being eligible:^ providing their "geographic locations- prohibit conspU 



ERIC 



: •/ Assistance 

' • '■ ' '■ — •* 

■ i 



Under ■ a flexible^ provision, the State Board of Education may make addi- 

' tipnal allotments ^to small sphools. ' \' A ■ -.. ' ^ ' ' 

North Carolina Administrative Cad^ 3.(5600, 

S ' (E) ^Upon request ^of the superintendent pf an administratiye unit, * r'" ' 

i-};. . additional allotments may'be made by the State Board of Education for * 

small' elementary schools of 100' pupils or less and small high schpols 
. of 60 pupils or less whose geographic. lacatJ.ons. prohibir consolidatioh:; 

. ■ ■ -^''--'r-i ■ : .:: 

- ' ■ ■ ' .. " . . .VK '- NORTH DAKOTA ■ ■ ' ' . 

No special proVisfptfs'for'^snmll f^^^ schools. At this 

writing, a bill for supplejjiefttal^j^yments to small, isolated,, but necessary 
schools is scheduled to be corisic^red^b^ the 1981 Legislature. 



. * • ' "OHIO-; - .^ \ .■ ]■/ 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated sch6irf.s. 



• - ' OKLAHOMA " ^ ' ' ^ 

. - Eligib ility ■ , . ' 

Oklahoma's special assistance is for transportation only, and eligibility- . 
is determined T)y a ."density figure" calculated "by dividing the averaa^ daily 
haul for the. next preceding year by the area,/ served far the same period."- 
(Oklahoma statuses.) * ' - * . 



■ . ■ 36' 



• ; ' ■OREGON- " • ^ . ■■ 

. . Eligibility ' * : 

Special assistance -is prbvide^d by Oregon to a ^'school which is approved 
^as qualified for a small s'chpol correction," based oh enrollment and isola- 
tion or population sparsity. ' . ; \ • 

Oregon Statutes 327.075. : , : 

• ' • ■ • ■ ■ t ' ■ .*■',■ • . 

(b) A school may (Qualify for a small school correction if the avei;age 
daily membership in^ grades o^e through eight or in grades 9 through 12 . 
is below 100 and the State Board of Education, after receiving not later 

f than August 1 a petition from the school district board, determines that 

the schpol^s continued existence i^s justlfied'because of physiographic 
. conditions which make transportation to another school' not feasible or b 
cause of sparsity ■^of population^ Where sparsity of population is the 
determining factor,, np elementary school shall qualify Jj i^ i^s within 
, 10 miles by . the nearest traveled road from another elementary school and 
i--^:-^^ ^^^^ school shall be considered if it is located within .15 miles *by 

the nearest traveled road from another high scliool . ■ f . . . , * 
.\ (c) The amount of the small school correction shall be adjusted an- 
nually by the State Bo'ard of Education in a manner consistent vith the 
change in the basic education program level, ^ . 

'>3>(d) The amount of the small school correction shall be added to the 
cost of the basic education program for the school district. 

. - Assistance 

The small school correcti6n is established by regulation, primarily in 

. tafms of the number of teachers allowed, as follows:"' 

Oregon Administrative Rules 581-23-105. 

Small School Correction Computation 
581-23-015 (1) Definitions: 

(a) Teachers: The number of teachers allowed for a specific ADM as 
'determined from Table I or II as applicable. 

/ \ (b) Limit: The statewide average of the Total Estimated Net Operating 
4 ■ ^ Expenditures, for the preceding year,, of all common and union high dis- 
tricts of the state divided by the Total' Estimated Resident ADM, for the 
preceding year, of- the same districts, 

(2) The small school correction for* a school with grades 1-8 shall be 
computed as follows: o , ^ 

(a) Multiply the limit by the factor 100. 

(h) Divide the product by the factor /4. . : ; ^ 

(c) Multiply the quotient by the teachers from Table I. *^ 

(Limit X 10 0) ^ , ' --^ \. , . 

~(4y Teachers == Small School Cdrrection " 
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(3) The small school correction for- a s^o61 ^Mth grades 9-12 shall be 
computed as follows: ' . . 

• 'la) Multiply the limit by the factor IQO. ^ ' ' ' : 

■ (b) Divide the product by the factor 5. / . . • 

■ "* . • '9 

* ■ • '•k. . 

PENNSYLVANIA « ■ .. . 

Eliag-bility 

? • • ^ • ' 

Population sparsity constitutfes the basis for special, assistance in 
Pennsylvania. "^Sparsity Factor' shall be asstigned for those .di$tricts whose 

population^is less than fifty (50) per square mile as determined by the Secre- 

■' ■ » ■ ' ■ ,■ 

tafy of Education from' the most reicent records of the United States Census 

, ■ • • " ■ • . 

Bureau. Sec. 2501(17), Pennsylvania Public School Code of 1949, as amended. 

^ "School* districts that^ have a pqpulatxon of, at least 50 per square mile 
bat less than 100 per square mile, as determined by the ^.Secretary of Education 
from the mcfst recent records of the Census Bureau, shall <fualify for ^ modified 
sparsity payment." Chapter V, "Sparsity Factor," Departmqnt oF Education 
regulations. . ^ 

Assistance 

The amount paid for the sparsity factor is for "expenditures in excess 
of $400 per subsidy-weighted average daily membership, not to exceed $250^" 

; RHODE ISLAND ' ^ 

No special provisions- for small rural and/or isolated schools. However, 
Arthur R. Pontarelli,- Acting Commissioner , points out JLn his response^: 
"The Rhode Island law under which state aid for school operations is calculated 
permits the sort of adjustment you are studying through administrative regu- 
lation. Only two of Rhode Island's 40 local school districts in recent years 
were eligible for any adjustment. Other features of the state aid formula, 
however, made sure the level of state aid is appropriate and equitable so the 
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compiicatea:}'regulation which pemit ted an oadjustment to the pupil 'count ' of 
these districts was. eliminated in 1979.^' ' ' * 



. ' SOUTH. CAROLINA- 

• ^ ■ • ■ •.. , : .■ ■ • • • ■■ •. • 

No special provisions for^small rural and/or isolated schools. ' 

• ^ SOUTH DAKOTA 

- . Eligibility 

V ' . ". . . '. ■ • • *■ 

Non-eligibility for general support funds, -based on enrollment and iso- 
lat ion, qualifies small, schools in South Dakota for special assistaifce, A 
school distric^t. is not eligible for general support funds if it has "operated, 
a one-teacHer rural school with art average daily membership of, five or less 
pupils within five miles by publicly traveled roads of any other public 
elementary school in operation during the previous school fiscal years." ' 

Also, a district is not eligible for high school general support funds 
i^ it "operated a secondary school during the previous school . fiscal year 
with , an average daily membership of lass than thirty-^five pupils enrolled in 
grad es nine through twelve in such school; unless such secondary school 'was 
located over twenty miles from any other secondary school in operation; pro- 
vided, however, that if a school district is operating an elementary program 
and is not eligible for state general support^ for secondary schools such * 
ineligiblity for state general support for secondary schools shall in no wise 
bai:i--3aldj2^s_tric^ f^iom receiving general support funds fqr_its_jeLementary- 
grades if other requirements are met." 13-13-16 South Dakota Code. 



Assistance 

1^ ■— 



Consideration for small schools which are eligible, is prov^.ded through 
(1) calculating classroom unit entitlements from factors which vary with, 
average* daily membership, and (2) allowing one classroom unit for each • 



one-teacher school and two classroom units for each two-teacher school re- 

gardless of enrollment. The fbXlovlng .is J^rom the South Dakota Code: - " 

• ' p: • . ■ „ . ■ • ■ ■ ■ . 

' 13-13-22. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL dl^SSROOM UNIT ENTITLEMENT 
The classroom unit entitlement of a school district whiqh operates an 
^ educational ppgram for the lower grade pupils, which, shall include v 
grades kindergarten through eighth, shall be\ determined . as provided in -- 
Table 1 of- this section. . 



TABLE r 


. ' 1 


■ - rf.^* > "2 


■ ■ 3 . , - ■ -: " 


Total average daily 
membership of lower 
grade school pupils 
in the school district 


Multiplicatid 


Addttipn Factor ' 

Constant " ^ 


00.000 through*46.5p6 " 
46.507 through 181.534 
.181.535 through 226.300 
226. 301 and over 


+.012042 
+.044834 
+.014995 
+.040503 


. +1.901461 : 
+0.37644^6 
+5. 77245V; 
+0.000000" 


A one- teacher school shall be entitled to 
two-rteacher school shall be entitled rto^^^^^^b^ 


only one , classroom unit and a 
ly. two ci^ssroonl units. 


1 13-13-23. HIGH SCH^ CLASSRp^^ 

The classroom unit entitlement of school (Ji^trict which' Operates an 
educational program foir' upper grad^' .pupils.; whid^^shali * include grades- 
nine through .■tw^iv^eV^ shall be deter:mined as provided in Table 2 in this 
section. ' ' ^ 




T^LE 2 . 


i ■ ■ • . 


1 




■ 3 


Total average daily 
membership of ^upper 
grade school pupils ' 
in the school district 


Multiplicand 


* 

Addition Factor 
Constant 


.00^000 through "96 .269-^ 
96.270 through 299.077 
299.078 through 491.588^ 
491.589 and over 


^ +.042086 ~ 
+.047712 
+.033150 
+.0^5280 


' +2.149407 . ^ 
+1.607799 
+5.962965 
+0.000000 



13-13-24. TOTAL CLASSROOM DNITS IN SCHOOL DISTRICT - ADDITION FOR 
ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION. The total number of classroom units to 
which an eligible school district is entitled shall be the sum of the 
number of lower grade classroom units obtained in Table 1 in § 13-13-22, 
plus thirteen percent of this sum for administra-tion and supervision, 
and the number of upper <^rade classroom units obtained in Table 2 in 
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g 13-13-23, plus thirteen percent of this sum for administration and 
supervision, plus two classroom units for each two-teacher rural school 
and one^ classroom unit for each, phe-teacher rural school operated by the 
district. Computations as indicated above shall be. deterrnined to, the 
nearest thousandth decimal point. 

Taken from "The Minimum Foundation Program 1980-1981." 



■ ' TENNESSEE ' . ' . 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools'. 

, ■ ' • " ^ - ". ' 

TEXAS ' ' - ' ' \ ^ 

* * Eligibility . . ' ^ . 

• • ' . ■ " ■ * . ■ ■" ■ ■ 

Texas applies the criteria of sparsity and enrollment to determir^ 

■ • • ■ •■ ■ " . ; ■ " ■ ' " 

eligibility foic: small school aid. Tfie three formulas used all relate "to 

^1, ' ■, ■ 

school^ districts with fewer than 1,000 in. average dally attendance. One for- 
mula applies to a district which contain at least 300 s<quare miles and has not 
more than 1,000 ADA. ' Another is for any district which contains less than . 
300 square miles and has not more* than 1,000 ADA. The third, establishes 
minimum staffing for small schools in districts with fewer than 1,000 ADA. 

Assistance • 
Texas Education Code. . ' ! , . 

§16.102. Education Program Personnel . 

(c) Each school district shall be allotted personnel units on the basis 
of the district's average daily attei^dance in edi^^ 

" "f'oirows: ~ ~ • ~ - - 

^ (1) One personnel unit for each 185 students in average daily atten- - 

dance in kindergarten ^nd grades 1 through 8. 

(2) One personnel unit for each 21 students in average daily atten- 
dance in grades 4 through 6- 

(3) One personnel unit for each 20 students in average daily atten- 
> dance in grades 7 through 9, and 

(4) One personnel unit for each 18 students In average daily atten- 
dance in grades 10 through 12. ' 

(d) The personnel unit allotment for a school district which contains 
at least 300 square miles and which; has not more than 1,000 students in 
average dally attendance In its education program shall be adjusted 
according ^o the following formula: " 



+ (iOOd - ADA) (.000455)] X PU - APU;. .• ; ^ ' 

; ■ •; ■ ' . • •• ■-. ; . ■ ;■• • ; • . ■.■ 

where PU is the district's personnel units determined in accordance with 
Subsection (c) of this section; and APU is the district's adjusted per-, 
sonnel units. 

(e) The personnel units allotmient for a school district which contains 
less than 300\ square miles and*. has not mcire than 1,000 students in . > 

■ average daily attendance in its education-.program shall be adjusted " 
according to /.the following formula: ^ ' 

. [i + (1000 Ada) (.0003)] X pu =.apu ■ 

where PU is the'district 's persounel units- determined in acco rdance with . 
■ \ Subsection (c) of thiV^ction; and APU is the^ district 's. adjusted per- ~~ ~ 
sonnel units* 

(f) Notwithstanding Subsections (d) and (e) of this section,, a school . * 
..: district that has 1,000 or fewer students in a^tage daily attendance ' 

; V^hall be allotted not less than 12 personnel units 'if it o£f ers ;a kinder- • 
. . ' , garten th^^^ grade 12 program ancl has a prior year average 'daily atten- 
: . danc^ of at least 90 students or is 30 miles or more by^buis route from_. 

■vthe n^ district. A district pfferirig.a kindergarten 

. through, grade -iSy^^^^ year's average daily attendance was . 

.: at least 50 stiidjen^^^ 30 mile's or more by bus route from the . ^ - 

nearest high schbpi^':di^ be allotted not les6 than 7.2 person- ' 

nel iinits". Not less than .4. 2 personnel units shall be allotted if a 
districtj^fers a kindergarten through grade .6 program and has a prior 
year' sv^^fvfrage daily attendance of at least 40 students or is 30 miles 
or morej^k^-J^^ route from tl|A. nearest high, school district . In addi- 
tion, ^cn'^s'jchool district ftat has 1,000 or fewer students in average 
daily a^t^A^ance shall be allotted .6 personnel unit to be used coopera- ^ 
tively^with other districts to provide support services necessary to meet 
acqredita^^^ista ' v/'^fe;: ""^'^^^^ 

.I^gud^^tion Jce.^Section . ■ ' -^y^^T'fcv^^^ 

/.i-t . ■ ■ ■ • ■ ■ ' - . • . :--;^:v. • 

^ ■ - '>'^^,^ 

^^^"^•^^'^ minimum staffing in districts xd.th 1,000 -^".r^'^^*^^^^^^^ 

"3 0 mi 1 e sr- or ~mor e "by bus^ r ou tfe --^t^bm '-'^ ' 
re^t high school district 



^Ap^^f^^^^^^ — SO -ADA or 
r^^*-^ii%r;v^^ the nearer 

^'^tSSftS^ ■ ^ '12;-units ■ 



r:;J^^J|8:,;gr^^ - 50 s-tudent;s or 30 miles or more by bus route 

V- ^ ^ from the nearest high school district 



:^ v. f .7.2 >uni ts 



)^ .^^'R^/'^t^ 40 students or 30 miles or more by bus route 

"v/^;^\:^ from ' the nearest high school district 

■•;^:v^^iVS*>^ units- " ^ ' - . 
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_ ,.Brian L. Vilson, Director , . Division of Information 'Analysis, Texas. 
• EducaHon Agency, illustrates *and summarizes the Texas provisions in his 
response: ' ^ ' 

"Specifically, subsections (d),isparsity:],^( [small sohools] , and (n) 
[minimum staffing], of this section deal vJlth special funding formulas for. ; 
school. districts with not more than 1,000 students in average daily atten- 
dance ( ADA ) . — Alsa_exiclosed.-.are-some-^^^ 
describing the implementation of this subsection. 

."Subsection (c) of 16.102 describecy'the allotment ^of personnel units' 
•<PU's). for each district,- based on. that district's ADA. For districts with' 

• ' 6 . • , " ■ ' • , • 

-■ . • , ■ ■ . ■ » , . / . 

not more than 1,000 ADA the number of PU.|s is then adjusted by the formulas 
given in subsection (d-), (e) or^ (n) based upon which criteria the dist¥|^|p' 
meets. ' . ■■ ' > 

. "For example, if a particular school district has 100 stude^s in ADA in 
each of the four grade spans as described subsection (c)^, the number of 
PU's allotted is 20.71 (5*40 PU*s GR. K-3, 4.76 PU's GR^^, sVoO PU's GR 7-9, 
5.55 PU*s-GR 10-12). If the particular school district contains at least 

300 square miles, the formula in subse.ctioji (d) is used. By setting ADA to 

V ■ . ■ ' \ • ■ • • . . ■ " ■ ■ ° . ■ V , .■ . ■ ^. . , 

400 arid PU to 20.71, the number of adjusted personnel units/allotted is 26.36. 

If, however, the school district contains ^less than 300 square miles, the 

^formula in subsection (e) is used. ADA and ?U's have tjjjie same values as above 

therefore, the all'otted PU as 24.44i This district would not meet the cfi- 

. ' . ' 'fl ' ■ ■ . 

teria of . subsection (n) since the'district's allocation is greater than 12 
personnel units." 



• • .V • ■ ■ ■ ' • • . ' \^ 

Eligibility 

The State Board of Education inay classify a school as a "necessarily 
existent small rural school," based primarily on its isolation. 'Utah (5ode, 
Section 53^7^2r(3)^, . • 

Assistance 

Extra Weighted Pupil-Units (WPU^sVare al^^^ classi- 
fied as a necessarily existent small rural school, according to the following 
formulas from Utah Code, Section 53-7-21(3):. 

The additional units for schools so. classified as necessarily existent 
small schools shall be computed in accordance with the following 
schedule; except/ that the^ units computed for each school shall be 
reduced by the number of ^^^its equal to the 'number pf ADA in that school: 
Elementary Small ScWoQ. Formula: ^ - 
Multiply the number of I kindergarten pupils in average daily atten- 
,dance by >55 and add the pupils in average daily attendance in grades 1 
through 6 and apply that sum to the appropriate school category below: 

Average Daily Attendance \ - Number of 

' By School Size , \_ . Weighted Pupil Units 



5 up^to 13 
13 up'^to ^l 
21 up to 31 

31 up . to 51 . . . ' ■ : 53 + (1 



27 
40 
53 

4) ' (ADA mirfus OO) 



51 up to 91 ' ; 81 + (1.2) (ADA minus 50) 

91 up to iji; ■ r : 129 + (1.0) (ADA minus 9b) & 

111 up to 165.fv^^^ '149 + (Q.3) (ADA minus.llO) ^ 

Junior Highland Middle School Small School Formula: 

Average Daily Attendance ^ I Number of ' 

By School Size . / " Weighted Pupil Units 

0 up to 41 • Number of pupils multipll'ed by 2.0 

4r up to 81 ^ 80+ (1.5) (ADA minus 40) '• 

81' up to 151 140 + (1.4) (ADA minus 80) ^ 

J 1^1 up to Z51 . , ":238 + (1.0) (ADA minus 150) 

\ 251 up .to 350 - 338 + (0.12) (ADA minus 250) 



, Senior High Small School Formiila^ . ' . 

Average ;Daily Attendance ^Number, of , ■ -V.^-'-: 

■ ^ By School Size /; . Weigihted Pupil Units 

0 up to 76 ; Number. 6f pupils multiplied by 2,0 

76 up.: to 126 . rSO + (1.6) (ADA minus 75) 

12;6 Up to 186 V 230 + (1.1) (ADA minus 125) 

186 up to 251 296 + (1.0) (ADA minus 185) 

251 up to 375 -361 + (.112)(ADA mi,nus 250) 

p ' . ■ " ■ ■ ' ' - ' . 

■ 'Six Year: Small School Formula (Grades 7-12): . . ^ - 

Average Daily Attendance Number of " . ^. 

By School Size Weighted Pupil Units . 

0 up. to 81 ; Number of pupils multiplied by 2.0 

(minimum total weighting of -27) 
81 up to 161 160 + (1.0 (ADA minus 80) 

161 up to 251 . 272 + (1.0) (ADA minus 160) 

251 up to 650 . 362 + (0.72) (ADA minus 250) 

(4) The number of weighted. pupil units for handicapped pupils, 
including pupils provided for in section 53-18-3, shall be provide^ 
for . the' direct cost of programs . for . 

* ■ ■' ^ . ^- ' ' ■ ■ ■ . _ . . 

VERMONT . / , 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schot)ls. 



VIRGINIA . . / 

No special provisions for small rural and/or isolated schools; William, 
H. Cochran, Deputy Superintendent of . Public Instruction, notes , in -hd^i^^response, 
however; "Our formula for equalization gives some advantage to rural schools 
in the determination of lo^al ability." . * *. 
' • ' . WASHINGTON ^ • . , ; . 

' '^nn f^-^^T V^T^^V necessary ^e^entary schools less than 

10P^pup.Us; hxgh schools less than, 250 pupils.- .Additional certificated staff 

' stiSln^Jit^^flati^f ^° ,2.5 dependi^^o. gr.de level and; r^uired 

. / IffiST VIRGINIA ^ .: ■ ' 

V '- ■ ■ ■ '■' '■' \ ^ . ' / - ■■ ■ 

No special provisions fbt small rural arid/or isolated schools^^ 



WISCONSIN 



No response. 
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WYOMING^- 
. ' ^' . ■■ "'Eligibility - 
. vvV . One- teacher ^ sch are eligible for one classroom unit of funding if 
iQcated outside city limits,. Isalated schools also receive special assistance. 



-v* ' " . ' Assistance - ' < 

■ • ■ • ■ . ^ . ■ ~ ■ 

Each oner-teacher school i.s; eligible Tor one classroom tinit of ^ funding, ■ • 
whether ther^is one studerit^pr twenty students. ' 

^^: For schools classified as isolated, "isplatiori payroents ar^e authorized 
at $75 per Inpnth'^per student with 75% rexmiJursed through 'the Foundation — 
Program.". v''^'^;.V'' . • - '::/-'X/ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^^"^^ ' 
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